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Astro News
Scientists say hassled galaxy
‘thriving on chacs'
Powerful but unknown forces are at
work in a small companion galaxy of
the Milky Way, astronomers say in the
latest issue of the journal Science.
Something is keeping the structure and
magpnetic field of this galaxy (the Large
Magellanic Cloud) strong and ordered,
_.even while the Milky Way's gravity
works to tear them apart.
Early universe looks ke
vegetable soup’
What did the universe look like when it
was only 2 to 3 billion years old?
Astronomers used to think it was a pret-
ty simple place containing relatively
small, young star-forming galaxies.
Researchers now are realising that the
truth is not that simple. Even the early
universe was a wildly complex place.
Studying the universe at this early stage
is important in understanding how the
galaxies near us were assembled over
time.
Active, Earth-like world
revealed by Cassini
Saturn's hazy largest moon, Titan - 2
body long held to be a frozen analog of
early Earth - has a surface shaped
largely by an Earth-like interplay of tec-
tonics, erosion by fluids, winds, and per-
haps volcanism. So reports the Cassini

imaging team in the latest issue of
Nature, in their first published presenta-
tion of findings from images of Titan
gathered since last July

Cassini discovers a windy,

wavy Titan atmosphere
The dynamic atmosphere of Saturn's
haze-enshrouded moon Titan is
revealed in the first Cassini Imaging
Team report on Titan. Scientists,
analysing images of Titan designed to
allow views of the surface and lower
atmosphere, have discovered that the
winds on Titan blow a lot faster than
the moon rotates. In contrast, the jet
stream of Earth blows a lot slower than
the surface of our planet moves.

Hubble weighs in on the heaviest

stars in the galaxy
Astronomers have taken an important
step toward establishing an upper limit
to the masses of stars. Using NASA's
Hubble Space Telescope, they made the
first direct measurement within our
Milky Way Galaxy, and concluded stars
cannot get any larger than about 150
times the mass of our sun.

Cassini captures greatest

Saturn portrait yet

While cruising aroynd Saturn, Cassini
captured 4 series of images that have
been composed into the largest, most
detailed, global natural colour view of
Saturn and its rings ever made.

Treasures found among

Saturn’s rings, moons
The high porosity of Saturn's innermost
small moons, tenuous ringlets discov-
ered in some of the gaps in its rings, the
variation in ring particle composition
across the rings, and new ring struc-
tures which indicate more clearly than
ever the transient clumping and aggre-
gation of particles as they orbit Saturn
are among the discoveries being report-
ed by the Cassini Imaging Science
team.

Features on Satum's moon

Phoebe given names
Twenty-four of the largest craters on
Phoebe, the small, retrograde outer
moon of Saturn have been assigned
names by the International
Astronomical Union.

Saturn’s uniquely complex

magnetosphere
Scientists have marvelled at Saturn’s
giant magnetosphere and the plasma
— a complex magnetised fluid of hot
charged particles — confined within it.
Using new data from the Cassini mis-
sion, scientists are beginning to tease
out the melange of ingredients and
processes that contribute to the ringed
planet’s surprisingly complicated mag-
netosphere.
For full stories go to hitp://www.astron-
omynow.com/
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Lectures at the Centre for Planetary and Space Studies

Dear Vollies

1 have received the following informa-
tion about the first of a series of month-
ly lectures at the Centre for Planetary
and Space Studies, at Trinity College,
East Perth."Wednesday - 16th March - 7
pm.

Come And Enjoy An Autumn Lecture
Series on Cutting Edge Topics, Suitable
For the General Public, All Welcome.
Descent to Titan Dr Graham Mann --
Western Dynamics, MSA, Murdoch
(Cassini and Huygens visits to the gas
giant Saturn and a landing on one of
it's mysterious moons) Civilisation

[ JOIN'THE POVG NEWS GROUP

exists by geological consent, subject to
change without notice Dr Franco
Pirajno GSWA, MSA, ACA (The eruption
of Mt Vesuvius in AD 79 and the destruc-
tion of Pompeii)

Meet Perth People Involved in
International Space Science, Learn
About WA Based Volunteer Projects

All Lectures Start at 7.00 pm, and dur-
ing an interval, attendees will be
provided with finger-food and coffee,
tea, Milo, and water available

The next two lecture evenings are the
20th April and 18th of May. Subject of
Lectures will be available soon. So put

them on your calendar

Lectures are held at Trinity College's
Senior Lecture Theatre, 2nd
Floor,Science Building (the one with the
telescope dome the roof) Adults $5.00 -
Students (Under 18 yrs) §2.00

Look forward to seeing you there.

Please advise me on 9295 6466 o presi-
dent@marssocietyorg.au if you have a
group of more than 4.
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ASWA's Swan Star Party
Hi Everyone, For info go to ASWA's website @ the Star Party link.
You are invited to ASWA's Swan Star http://aswa.info and follow the linkto ~ Wish I could be there, but I'll be in
Party on the weekend of April 8th & the Swan Star Party. Melbourne for a very special wedding.
10th at a Farmstay at Quindanning This year the Star Party is being organ-  Hope some of you can go (to the Star
(near Boddington).t Good accommo-  ised by Tracey Sorensen of the Party, not the wedding). Val
dation, top catering, wonderful dark Astronomical Society of South West, All
skies and astronomical company! enquiries should be directed through
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