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A 300-mile-wide patch that out- not even light. Fortunately, black  surface of any other moon around  demnise several billion years from
shines everything else on Titan at  holes aren't completely black. the ringed planet. NOW.
long infrared wavelengths appears  Within a few years, astronomers
not to be a mountain, acloudor  believe they will be able to peer NASA's Cassini spacecraft recently  Astronomers have found com-
a geologically active hot spot, close to the horizon of the black encountered Saturn's moon pelling evidence that a supernova
University of Arizona scientists hole at the center of the Mitky Tethys, coming closer than ever shock wave has produced a large
and Cassini team members say. Way. before. The probe's stunning amount of cosmic rays, particles
images reveal an icy land of steep o mysterious origin that con-
An international team of scientists  Almost 90 years after Albert cliffs and craters on Tethys’ stantly bombard the Earth. This
using data from a small NASA Einstein first postulated his gener-  scarred, ancient surface. Cassini discovery, made with NASA's
spacecraft has put into place a al theory of relativity, scientists photographed the moon's south Chandra X-ray Observatory, sup-
large piece of the astronomical have finished collecting data to pole, a region not seen by the ports theoretical arguments that
puzzle of short-duration gamma-  put it to a new, different kind of Voyager spacecraft. shock waves from steltar explo-
ray bursts. experimental test. sions may be a primary source of
Two of NASA's Great Observatories,  cosmic rays.
Demonstrating the power of a The newly discovered 10th planet  the Spitzer and Hubble Space
multiwavelength investigation is Jooking more and more like Telescopes, have teamed up to Newborn stars are difficult to pho-
using diverse facilities, one of the solar system's major “weigh" the stars in several distant  tograph. They tend to hide in the
astronomers have deciphered the  players. It has the heft of a real galaxdes. One of these galaxies, nebulous stellar nurseries where
true nature of a mysterious object  planet, a caichy code name and it among the most distant ever seen,  they formed, enshrouded by thick
hiding inside a dark cosmic cloud.  is the solar system's farthest appears to be unusually massive layers of dust. Now, Smithsonian
They found that the cloud, once detected object. Now, astronomers  and mature for its place in the astronomer TK. Sridharan and
thought to be featureless, contains  have discovered it has 2 moon. young universe. his colleagues have photographed
a baby star, or possibly a failed a pair of stellar twins in infrared
star known as a "brown dwarf," Stunning images of Saturn's Astronomers have glimpsed dusty  light, which penetrates the dust.
that is still forming within its moon Hyperion taken by the debris around an essentially dead  And these babies are whoppers,
dusty cocoon. Cassini spacecraft show a surface  star where gravity and radiation weighing several times the mass
dotted with craters and modified ~ should have long ago removed of the sun.
Common wisdom holds that we by some process, not yet under- any sign of dust. The discovery Source: Online Oct 2005
can never see a black hole stood, to create a strange, might provide insights into our
because nothing can escape it - "spongy" appearance, unlike the  own solar system's eventual http://www.astronomynow.comy/
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