Moves to conserve flora strengthened

ACTIONS to conserve threatened flora and ecological
commumnities in the South-West will be put on a more
L . ' _ secure footing, with the State Government underwrit-
ing a major program targeted at working in pariner-
ship with local landowners and organisations.

Environment and Heritage Minister Dr Judy Edwards
said the program involved appointing full-time flora con-
servation officers at eight Department of Conservation
and Land Management work centres from Geraldton to
Esperance.

“Up until now, district flora conservation officers have
usually been appointed on a contract basis and funded
from a variety of sources, including the department's
annual budget, the Commaonwealth'’s Matral Heritage
Trust and income from bioprospecting licence agree-
ments,” Dr Edwards said.

“While this has been successful in the past, the State
Government believes it is necessary for the State to
assume full responsibility and fund the appointments
directly through the Department of Conservation and
Land Management.

“This will help ensure there is continuity in flora con-
servation activities, particularly through working with
local community groups and landowners, It also will
provide greater employment security and stability for the
officers concerned.”

Dr Edwards said the flora conservation officers would
be stationed at Geraldton, Jurien, Merredin, Narrogin,
Katanning, Albany, Esperance and in the department’s
Swan Coastal District which tock in the Swan Coastal Plain
between Moore River and Singleton (north of Mandurah).

“Flora Conservation Officers perform a wide range of
duties in helping to conserve Western Australia’s biologi-
cal diversity,” she said.

“These tasks mclude fencing off threatened species of
plants, controlling weeds affecting threatened species
and ecological communities, establishing new popula-
tions of threatened species in suitable sites and survey-

J . \ = jLt ing for new populations of threatened flora.
Students planted almost 4000 seedlings in Chittering Lakes Nature Reserve as part af Arbar Day celebraiions this year “All of these, along with many other actions, are cssen-
Environment and Heritage Minister Judy Edwards and the Department 5 Acting Execurive Director, Keiran MeNanara, assisted Chittering tial in preventing flora extinctions in this State™
students with planiing trees. Phote by Ernie MeLintock continued page 3
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Dr Edwards said that through
their own efforts and through their
links with the community, flora
conservation officers had been
responsible for finding several pre-
sumed extinet flora species, includ-
ing a beard heath (the thick-mar-
gined leucopogon),

“Conserving threatened flora and
ecological communities in the agri-
cultural areas is an important part
of the State Government's salinity
strategy,” she said.

“A biological survey of the
Agricultural Region carried out by

the department and other instit-
tions has revealed that as many as
450 native plant species are threal-
ened by salinity.

“There are 127 native species
listed as “critically endangered”,
which means they may become
extinet within a few years unless
recovery aclions are implemented
in the near future,

“Consequently, there is an
increasing urgency to work closely
with landowners to implement
measures thal will combat the salin-
ity menace and help restore the nat-
ural balance across the landscape.™
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