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' NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA)
LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT FORM

NATURAL AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION

Current Name of Place: The Old Trough' and associated wetland, (Possible alternative names - The Old Watering
Trough or the Old Stock Trough)
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Location: (road, suburb or area) Sawpit Road, Ell?nbrook_ Grees. | J/ U‘!' ‘

Other Names:  "Barnard Springs".

Size:  est- 1.2 hectares . 1.1
Local Government Authority: Shire of Swan

Map Reference SLSMS Sheet No. - Perth 1000 BG 35 40:16 (UBD Street Directory Map 151 - N13)
Latitude/Longitude: 31 46'S 116 04'E .

Land Tenure:

If freehold -
current owner: Theo and Dorothy Mulder
postal address: Box 246 Bullsbrook WA 6084
Title details: Volume: 4212 Folio: 1229 Lot: 8247. Previously Lot 239.
If Crown Land -
vested in:
Purpose:
Current Land Use: Part of private property - owner occupied.
Landform: Yanga Complex and to west is Bassendean Complex North.

Vegetation Types: Wetland, dominated by Eucalyptus rudis woodland, with_Melaleuca preissiana and
Acag;‘agaligna(ghgégi_ Remnant vegetati an sand, includi en Fe

Special landscape features: Historic pool and jarrah watering trough, feeding into remnant wetland.
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Prominent associated persons, events: , arna UmMmMmor lark: and

. sl
Significant associated dates: Pool and Trough builtin approx ?  (Befote 1889
Condition (cultural landscape condition, garden condition, vegetation condition, disturbance Jactors such as
weeds, fire, rubbish, fragmentation by clearing, tracks, feral animals etc).

TROUGH Fiona has details. Dorothy's notes have other details.

WETLAND AND VEGETATION The condition of the wetland varies. The part nearest to the Trough's water
source has remained fenced off from horses and is generally in good condition. The understory is not diverse,
however covers the ground well to the exclusion of weeds in most of the area. Part of the understory is
predominantly Lepidosperma longitudinale reeds and in good condition, whilst other areas are heavily infested with
Paspalum sp. Other weeds include Inkweed or Red Ink Plant (Phytolacca octandra) and Kikuyu (Pennisetum
clandestinum)
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The area of wetland (~0.4 ha) on the eastern side of the site has been grazed irregularly by one or two cattle. Thus,
it has a degraded understory. However, the presence of remmnant trees, including Flooded Gums, is important. The
owners have recently removed the cattle to see how well the area regenerates over the next two or 5o years.

Type of Assessment (geological monument, natural landscape, cultural landscape):  Natural _landscape  with

Assessment Team:

Name: Fiona Bush

Contact address: 110 Peartree Lane Parkerville WA 6031

Contact telephone; 295 4109 . Fax

Name: Kirsten Tutlis

Contact address: 8 Rosebery Street, Bayswater WA 6053

Contact telephone: 271 3549 (k) 328 4411 (w) Fax; 227 1031 (w)
Name; Lesley Thomas

Contact address: 77 Duke Street

Contact telephone: 339 6555 (h) 339 2300 (w) Fax: 3191660
Narne; Dorothy Mulder

Contact address: Lot 8247 Saw Pit Road, Builshrook WA 6084

Countact telephone: 571 1452 '

Date assessed: 25 March 1995

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Insert a statement of heritage significance based on the following values:

1 presence of endangered species 8 diversity of species, communities
2 scientific importance 9 "naturalness"
3 educational importance 10 rarity
4 social importance 11 fragility
5 aesthetic importance 12 position in an ecological or geographic unit

6 historic importance
7 recreational importance

The site offers diversity in significance. The trough and pool are historic, rare, and fragile. Both the trough and
wetland proffer scientific, social and educational values and are aesthetically pleasing. The Flooded Gum woodland
is significant, for such vegetation complex is poorly conserved elsewhere. The wetland is in the northernmost part
of the Lexia wetlands, and now in a fragile position given the enormous urban development underway in the region
which may presumably have both direct and indirect effects on the hydrology. The groundwater which supplies the
spring may be affected by drainage for the Ellenbrook area. . e

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS .
List conservation recommendations to protect and manage the area for its heritage values.

It is recommended the trough and other associated historic remains be examined by a qualified conservator (WA
Museum - Fremantle Maritime Museum) for guidelines on its secure management.

An appropriate management plan be drawn up for the wetland and adjacent area. The Water Authority of WA and
the Department of Environmental Protection should be immediately notified if the heritage values of the historic site
and wetland are in danger of degradation due to changes in the water regime (le falling groundwater levels). It
should be noted that there is now a turf farm close by, and therefore potential for changes in water regime and
nutrient impact should be investigated and monitored. '

HISTORY :

Insert any background history or previously collected information including references or usefill sources of relevant
material, :

Fiona has the history details, From Dorothy's notes: Hand carved comprising two 20 foot lengths of Jarrah. Sheep
trough. Spring water runs from a timbered dam through a 13.5 foot carved Jarrah pipe into the Trough. Prior to the
building of the Trough the stock men used to put a hollow log into the spring so that water could run out, The
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remains of a fence can be seen nearby, presumably to keep the stock away from the spring. Clarkson owned other
properties and used to move the sheep between them. Some were moved, via the Trough, inland from the coast at
Waneroo to Toodyay to rebuild the condition of animals due to a deficiency of Sefenium which caused them to go
'coasty’ (notes on Mindarie). A similar trough was built by Clarkson at his Toodyay property called ‘Foggerthorpe',
This was destroyed during earthworks on the Goomalling/Toodyay Road. The ten acre fot (then Lot 239) wag

purchased by Clarkson in 2 and surveyed in 1896, N NI f ,Wt"j

More recent history led to the rediscovery of the trough after the owners previous to the Mulders set fire to the
wetland in 1970,

DESCRIPTION
Describe the landscape in general terms and give detail of areas of heritage interest including landform, flora,
Jauna, modifications of cultural inlerest, cultural activities of significance. '

TROUGH The pool from which the trough drains is roughly circular and approxirﬁately 4m in diamefer, and
deep, The trough - had a wooden top. Remains of old fence posts are adjacent to the trough.

According to the owners during their 14 years here, there has always been a good flow in the strean - they have
measured between-1250-and-1500 gallons (convert to litres) per hour permanently in summer and winter. However,
in the summer of 94/95 there was a dramatic reduction in the water flowing into the pool and trough. There are
several possible contributing factors: the upgradient urban developments and corresponding de-watering process; the
previous dry months; and the immediate and delayed effect of the regional drought (low rainfall over several years)
with associated increased drawing from the regional groundwate;;}&b ezpﬁy tEg WAWA, especially following the
summer of 1991/92 which was characterised by two exceptionally hﬂ?—'diy . ﬁ i§' not known what impact, if any, the
nearby turf farm may have.

The wetland boundaries have been chosen according to best condition and the presence of remnant Eucalyptus rudis
(Flooded Gum) woodland.  Such woodland is also found within the Ellenbrook Nature Reserve, According to

wetland was more extensive, and was part of the Lexia Wetland suite of Ellenbrock. The property between

Ellenbmok and the site have been cleared of all butafewtrees. RiLpies Ewcp ’-j{D ws (v, & ARG
Meralewen priesscana,

The ridge above the spring, is the Bassendean Sand soil type and its vegetation is mostly degraded. The owners

In recent years a Barking Owi (Ninox connivens) was seen once on the property. In the immediate vicinity the
owners report Brush Wallabies (Macropus irma ), Western Grey Kangaroos (Macropus Julginosus), Southern Brown

" Bandicoots (Jsoodon obesulus), Echidnas (Tachyglossus aculeatus) and Honey possums (Tarsipes rostratus). The

Southern Brown Bandicoot is listed on Scheduls A of the Wildlife Congervation Act of 1970

REFERENCES
List references used to complete the assessment.

Gibson N. and Keighery B. 1992 Plant Communities of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain - with special reference to
uncommon and potentially rare plant communities. In Bushland in Our Backyard, Wildflower Society of W.A.

Heddle, Lonegeran and Havel (1978) Darling System. Vesetation Complexes, Perth Sheet Vegetation, 1:250.000

Notes on Mindarie - PR 7020

PHOTOGRAPHS



Provide slide photographs showing the landscape selting and habitats, flora and fauna, or cultural elements o}'
specific interest. If possible use Ektachrome EC 135 35mm slide film ISO 100/21. Make sure all slides are clearly
labelled and provide a list here with matching numbers.

SLIDES:

Attachments _

SPECIES LISTS (optional but desirable)

Attach lists of flora and fauna if available, indicating dates of surveys, field workers, and persons responsible for
verifying identifications.

Crustacea - gilgies. Leslie to ID. Little black fish [:j 3 f‘ﬂ? f“""l" :
Flora - wetland
irds - i i

LOCATION MAP
Attach a location map from a street directory or council map, or if not available, a sketch with notes indicating:-
a) how to find the sife
b) the direction of north
¢} a scale or distance befween two points on the map
d) public accessibilily to site including contact person or telephone numbers as well as any restrictions.

NNational

Trust Office use only

L&C Committee Recommendation Date;

Council Recommendation Date:

Owner advised: Date:
Local Authority advised: - Date:
Noeminated to Australian Heritage Commission: Date:
Interim listing on RNE: Date:
Accepted on Register of National Estate: Date:
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Department of Environmental Protection
Westralia Square, 8th Floor, 141 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA 6000
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